THE NOVERSLIMESTONE QUARRY CONSERVATION STATEMENT

1. Introduction:

Titterstone Clee at a height of 533m AOD is the second highest hill in the county of

Shropshire. It is today a significant landscape feature which is prominent within the
landscape over a radius of perhaps some 70 miles. Standing at the geographical

junction between the predominantly flat arable lands of the Midland plane to the east

and the pastoral hill country of the Marches and Welsh Hills to the west. The
depiction of the hill asthe only named hill in the representation of England on the 13 ™
century Mappa Mundi demonstrates that the hill was an equally important landmark

in the medieval period. The Clee Hills have been described as a landscape of [Social

geologyl,] defined as [@n arc haeological and cultural landscape dominated by the
nature of its mineral resourcesl]
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Figure 1:
Titterstone Clee Extractive Industries past and present. The active Hanson quarry can be seen roughly
central, disused quarriesin light blue, coal workings in magenta and the limestone quarry areain green

There are few places in Shropshire, or for that matter the West Midlands region,
where one can so clearly see the complex and intimate relationship between people
and their environment. It is still aliving and evolving environment since the landscape
includes an active quarry producing the Clee Hill[S most famous product: the
Dhustone (black stone) used principally as a graded crushed stone whose doleritic
qualities make it valuable to the road construction industry. Visible and substantial
remains are quite extensive and well preserved, spanning, prehistory, the Middle
Ages, and the early Industries of the 17™-19" centuries. All have left their mark in



varying degrees, but perhaps not surprisingly the Industrial Age has had the greatest
visual impact on the hill as it survives today (fig. 1). One of the earliest extractive
industries upon the hill was the quarrying of limestone for building stone, iron
smelting and lime burning.

The remarkable survival of the Novers limestone quarry and mine is a microcosm of
thisindustry.
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Figure 2: The limestone working belt around the southern outlier of Titterstone Clee, outlined in red
The Noversitself isthe area of woodland on the west face of the hill.

1.1 L ocation:

The Novers is an area of regenerated woodland which lies on the south slopes of

Titterstone Clee Hill at Knowlegate, approximately 1.5 miles south of Clee Hill

village and 3 miles north of the market town of Tenbury Wells. The site lies on the
immediate west side of the B4214, centred at grid reference SO59907350. The
woodland occupies the south-west slope of a small outlier hill, known locally as
Knowle Hill and extends from SO59807340 in the south to SO59607415 in the nor th
with a total area of some 11.4 ha (fig 2). Most of the hillslope has been surface
quarried in a series of scooped hollows, following the limestone seam around the hill.

These workings are a continuation of an extensive belt of opencast quarrying which

follows the outcropping limestone around the south side of Titterstone Clee Hill,

commencing near the Cornbrook at SO36047540 running through Knowle Wood and

The Novers and ending in Gorstley Rough at SO59167469 (fig 2.). As such it is part

of an extensive limestone industry which commenced in the 17thc and continued up
until the closure of the Gorstley kilnsin the 1940s.



Figure 3: The extent of the Novers site edged in red, the quarries shaded yellow with principle features
marked. The adjacent areas to the immediate east are areas designated as species rich wild flower
meadows and a small woodland nature reserve



